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December 1, 2021 

 
 
Dear Richmond families:  
 
Our entire Richmond Schools community is deeply saddened by the horrific and tragic events that 
occurred at Oxford High School. On behalf of the entire Richmond family, I want to extend my most 
heartfelt condolences to the families of the children who were victims of this senseless violence. During 
this difficult time, our thoughts remain with Oxford students, teachers and staff who were impacted by 
yesterday’s devastating events. 
 
We understand news of this nature so close to home can be difficult for both parents and students. Please 
know that your student’s safety and well-being remain our number one priority. Like all school districts, 
Richmond is committed to creating a safe school environment where students can learn and grow.  
 
Last night, I sent the following email to the teaching and administrative staff in preparation for school 
today: 
 

On behalf of the Board of Education and entire Richmond community, 
condolences go out to the families of the three students killed and several others 
injured at a shooting today at Oxford High School. 
 

“This shooting underscores the need to focus on supporting our children’s 
mental health needs during devastating times like these. Oxford High 
School students and staff will need a lot more care and support in the 
coming months. I am confident that Superintendent Throne and the other 
leaders of Oxford Community Schools will do what needs to be done to 
quickly and gently tend to their students and the school community to 
work through this tragedy.” 

--Dr. Michael Rice, State Superintendent 
 
As we come back to school tomorrow, after an evening of our students and 
families seeing and hearing about the situation that unfolded at Oxford, and even 
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over the course of the next few days, we need to prepare ourselves for the mental 
support our students will need and the support we must show each other through 
this difficult time. 
 
You know your students best. If the curriculum needs to be set aside to help 
students process and deal with the events that unfolded, you have the 
professional latitude to make that decision. While the mental health and well-
being of our student (and staff) is the district’s highest priority, at this moment it 
needs to be centerstage. 

 
Furthermore, Chris Rinehart, Director of Athletics, Facilities, and School Safety, has provided guidance to 
staff today regarding the incident at Oxford and the importance to review crisis management protocol 
with staff and students. All teachers, as they see appropriate, will be required to review our crisis 
management procedures over the next several days with all students, in every class. We want to make 
sure students and staff are prepared should a situation occur. 
 
To that end, we wanted to remind you of the various safety protocols we have in place to protect students, 
teachers, and staff. Our safety measures include a comprehensive Crisis Management Plan, active shooter 
protocol that mirrors the ALICE training used in Oxford, a full-time social worker in every building to 
support the mental health needs of our students, the ability of the Richmond Police Department to access 
school cameras in an emergency, and a daily presence of the School Resource Officer through a 
partnership with the Richmond Police Department – just to name a few.  
 
While we are confident in these safety protocols, we know that we need the support of the entire 
community to protect the children we are privileged to serve. Thus, we would ask that you speak to your 
children and urge them to reach out to school officials directly or through the State of Michigan’s 
Okay2Say tip line at 8-555-OK2SAY or OKAY2SAY@mi.gov if they hear of any potentially dangerous 
situations. Additionally, if you become aware of a potential safety issue in our district, please follow the 
same steps as above.  
 
We understand that our students, families, teachers, and staff will need support in the days ahead. Please 
know that counselors and social workers are available to our school community. Do not hesitate to reach 
out to your child’s principals should you or your child need support. 
 
We remain committed to working together as a community to ensure learning takes place in a safe 
environment. If you have any questions, contact my office at (586) 727-3565. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Brian J. Walmsley, Ed.S. 
Superintendent 
 
Attachment:  Parent Guidelines for Helping Youth After the Recent Shooting 
  Talking to Children About Violence Tips for Parents and Teachers 


